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Tex,) of the House 
ppropriatloriS Subcommittee has 
both the Administration and its 
Opening up our intelligence 

statements about sensitive 
$rs, says Mr. Mahon, have 
;ion that is “outrageous and 
4dniinistration has mis- 
wed. it self to be goaded into re- 
^^tiop„4S-triraental to our best 

^11 ^ thundering indignation, the 
4 *y security in a democracy 
of simple conclusions. There ■ 
[y, wherj, responsible officials 
•Classified information— like Sen- 
Sepf ember— may feel it 

a^iom There are times, that 
- security in the large may ■ 
galp^ay .intelligence $££jjrity in the small. 

To much, hpyev er. is not to excuse - 

f all the revelations of our, m ilitary intelligence 
jsy sterns {feat an u|Se ^e ither to defend or 
atfpg' a given policy sometimes elicits. Was 
It necessary, for, e^aptnle . to reveal the 
precise J^nan^.nAde^^^^Lin World War j 
c II, which normally would form the basis of! 

; their post-war successors, as was. done in the; 
various wrangles ove£,JP earl Harbor? And 
after Gaj^Jpff |^s r _and | _the Bav of .Pigs just j 
• " £hout everybody must j^w know more about 
: : Some of CIA’s rec ruitm ent methods and 
; operations 4 WASU the national in-'' 

terest to tell, , x-mxmt- * , t 

i Perhaps one sound distinction that can be ; 
i made is between,, secrecy for intelligence in- 1 
J. formation , and pn^^nd action., Every- 

i.pne must agree pot ftpf v that, our own; 

Weaponry and military techniques should be ; 
Mocked up but also our systems for gathering ' 
r inf orxn ation §bQU| othe rs . Not only the data 
'But its chapped Jh.Q carefully guarded. 

, But military action by American opera- 
tives, may get into very different category. , 
E^en if it is, th ? frush-hush CIA which per-' 
forms the job, there can he nolicv 

questions— lyith risk of larger U. S, involve- : 
menf^or . d .effect on, other gov- 

iriimenls—wHIch" belong in the open domain 
of policy discussion. What some “agents” are 


getting the rest of us in for simply can not, 
in a democracy, always be permitted the 
■sanctum of “security” closure. What our 
active policies are, or have been, in thft^id- 
d le v £ as u? r in Guatemala or the Dominican 
! Re Pm<*..«fa certainly in peril-f ra ffiE ht Cuba, 
are for legislators and public alike to know. 

To the .degree to which the CIA, then, is 
merely an intelligety^SaAerfag organization, 
Mr - .quite right, and the less said 

about both its operations and what it has 
discovered the better. But the CIA as a de- 
partment of overseas TSSttCOi'er^operations 
is quite a different matter. Once one of those 
tricks” has come to light, then both the 
purposes and modes of U. S. action are jit 
g 4 h ttctt What 

our agents were trying to do, and how well 
or badly they fared in the effort became ! 
everybody’s business. And certainly there is * 
no percentage at all in maintaining a purely ' 
hypothetical secrecy about a public action— 
|n the Bay of Pigs or elsewhere— which is no 
longer a secret at all. 
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